
Accused Nazi Faces 
pei^itation After 
'brOp^ngCi^ 

RomanUn Orthodox. Arch bishop VaierisQ 
Trifa, an accused Nazi iTiroiroiniil, agroed tH{s‘ 
Vitek to give up his notaralized American citi- 
zenship. The Justice pepartment said it wiU seek 
his depotution as soon as his deoaturalizatioo 
proceediiiigsarecomple*^ ■ 

The:ittstke pepartment*! (Hflce of Special 
investigations has b^n seeking k deport Trifa, 
66, because it bellevbs he took Mrt is a 1941 po- 
grom in which thousands of Romanian Jtyts 


Trifa has denied the charges but Allan Ryan, 
director of the special ioVirtIgations offhx. Said a \ 
press release and lengthy statement iisUed by 
Trifa this week calSt no doubt on the depart- 
inedt's evidence against him. 

Trifa Is head of the 50,000^ member Romanian ** 
Orthodox Church in America; which has Its 
headquaners in Grass Uke, Mich., near Detroit 
The Justice Department first filed a lawsuit 
seeking Trifa*s deportation in I97S. The depart- 
ment charged Trifa had lied about his member- 
ship In the iron Guard, a Romanian fascist organ- 
ization. when he enters tUe United States In 
19SO and when he was granted citizenship in 
1957. . * ' ■ * - 

Trifa said in a statement tbatne decided to 
give up his citizenship because of the finandel 
cost and the amount of (lice ne^ed to fight the 
lawsuit. • • • * * 

. Trifa attracted, national publicity last peceth-* 
ber when he was Interviewed pn Radio Pi^ Eu- 
rope about bis church's SOth aonlver^ty. The 
Justice Department and Rep. Elizabeth Holtz- 
man,&N.YH head of the House immigration sub^ 
commltte. condemned his appearance. 

When Paul Henze^ in aide to national recurity 
adviser Zbigniew Brzezlnskilsald the dispute 
**certalnly isn't serious from the White House 
point of view.** Holtzman urged President Carter 
to fire him. 

Trifa served for a number of years as a mem- 
ber of the National Coundl of Churches’ policy- 
makine general board before he was suspended 
in 1977. • 

Tbe Justice Department is seeking to denatu- 
ralize or deport 15 other suspected Nazi war 
criminals living In the United Staes and Is inves- 
tigating more than 250 other such cases. 
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